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Monday,  February  2 to 
Saturday,  February  28,  2009 
Capitol  Rotunda/House  Chamber 


Pennsylvania  State  Library 
Document  Section 


Celebrating 
Abraham  Lincoln's 
Birthday 


Activity  Overview  in  the  Rotunda 
10:00  a.m.  - noon 
Capitol  Rotunda 

Signature  panels  available  for  public  to  sign  birthday 
wishes  to  President  Lincoln 

Artist  Wendy  Allen  portrait  of  Lincoln  on  display 
Pennsylvania  Past  Players  bring  history  to  life 
with  stories  of  the  Civil  War  and  the  Underground 
Railroad 

Civil  War  era  music  being  played  by  the  11th 
Pennsylvania  Volunteer  Fife  and  Drum  Corps 
Display  of  reproduction  Civil  War  Flags 


Activity  Overview  at  the  Flag  Facility 

1 p.m.  - 4 p.m. 

Flag  Facility 

10th  & Market  streets,  Harrisburg 

The  flags  of  the  202nd  and  204th  Pennsylvania 
Volunteers  will  be  on  view.  The  Civil  War  Regiments 
sewed  black  crepe  onto  their  flags  to  honor  their  slain 
President  under  whom  they  fought  for  four  years 


February  11,  2009 


Dear  Friends: 

Tomorrow  marks  the  Bicentennial  of  the  birth  of 
Abraham  Lincoln,  the  beloved  16th  president  of  the 
United  States.  As  a member  of  the  Lincoln  Bicentennial 
Commission,  I am  honored  to  celebrate  President 
Lincoln's  birthday  here  today  with  you. 

Lincoln  had  a profound  effect  on  Pennsylvania.  He 
took  us  into  a civil  war  and  he  brought  us  to  peace.  And 
when  fathers,  sons  and  husbands  did  not  come  home 
from  battle,  he  came  to  Gettysburg  to  tell  us  why. 

On  our  soil,  on  the  ground  hallowed  by  the  blood  of 
our  brave  men  and  boys,  Lincoln  told  us  that  they  were 
heroes  and  that  they  did  not  die  in  vain.  He  told  us  that 
their  sacrifice  was  made  so  that  democracy  on  earth 
might  survive...  so  that  government  of,  by  and  for  the 
people  would  not  perish. 

I hope  that  you  will  enjoy  the  events  in  the  Capitol 
Rotunda  and  on  the  House  floor  in  celebrating  Lincoln's 
200th  birthday. 


Sincerely, 


February  11,  2009 

Rotunda  Program 

10:00  a.m. 

Presentation  of  the  Colors  - 

11th  Pennsylvania  Fife  and  Drum  Corps 

10:03  a.m. 

Welcome  and  Opening  Remarks 
by  Gordon  A.  Haaland,  Chairman, 
Pennsylvania  Abraham  Lincoln 
Bicentennial  Commission 

10:08  a.m. 

Remarks  by  Speaker  of  the  House  Keith  R. 
McCall,  Member,  Pennsylvania  Abraham 
Lincoln  Bicentennial  Commission 

10:13  a.m. 

Presentation  of  Dale  S.  Gallon 
Bicentennial  Commemorative  Print  to 

Speaker  of  the  House  Keith  R.  McCall 

10:15  a.m. 

President  Lincoln's  Birthday  Cake 
presentation.  Ciao  Italian  Bakery  pastry 
chef  Casey  Callahan  presents  a birthday 
cake  baked  just  for  the  occasion. 

House  Chamber  Program 

11:00  a.m. 

Legislative  Session  calls  to  Order/House 
of  Representatives 

11:15  a.m. 

- 11:20  a.m.  (Approximately) 

Lincoln  Delivers  the  Gettysburg  Address 

Nationally  recognized  Lincoln  portrayer  Jaynes 
Getty  will  deliver  the  Gettysburg  Address.  He 
will  be  introduced  by  Speaker  McCall,  who  also 
will  deliver  brief  remarks.  (Public  seating  in 
House  Gallery,  4th  floor) 

The  Gettysburg  Address 

Thursday,  November  19,  1863 

"Fourscore  and  seven  years  ago  our  fathers  brought 
forth  on  this  continent  a new  nation,  conceived  in  liberty 
and  dedicated  to  the  proposition  that  all  men  are  created 
equal.  Now  we  are  engaged  in  a great  civil  war,  testing 
whether  that  nation  or  any  nation  so  conceived  and  so 
dedicated  can  long  endure.  We  are  met  on  a great  battle- 
field of  that  war.  We  have  come  to  dedicate  a portion  of 
that  field  as  a final  resting-place  for  those  who  here  gave 
their  lives  that  that  nation  might  live.  It  is  altogether 
fitting  and  proper  that  we  should  do  this.  But  in  a larger 
sense,  we  cannot  dedicate,  we  cannot  consecrate,  we 
cannot  hallow  this  ground.  The  brave  men,  living  and 
dead  who  struggled  here  have  consecrated  it  far  above 
our  poor  power  to  add  or  detract.  The  world  will  little 
note  nor  long  remember  what  we  say  here,  but  it  can 
never  forget  what  they  did  here.  It  is  for  us  the  living 
rather  to  be  dedicated  here  to  the  unfinished  work  which 
they  who  fought  here  have  thus  far  so  nobly  advanced. 

It  is  rather  for  us  to  be  here  dedicated  to  the  great  task 
remaining  before  us  - that  from  these  honored  dead  we 
take  increased  devotion  to  that  cause  for  which  they 
gave  the  last  full  measure  of  devotion  - that  we  here 
highly  resolve  that  these  dead  shall  not  have  died  in 
vain,  that  this  nation  under  God  shall  have  a new  birth 
of  freedom,  and  that  government  of  the  people,  by  the 
people,  for  the  people  shall  not  perish  from  the  earth." 


Reproduction  Civil  War  Flags 
on  Display  in  the  Capitol  Rotunda  from  the 
Capitol  Preservation  Committee 

1.  Company  G,  Swallow-tailed  Guidon,  7th  PA 
Calvary 

2.  State  Guidon,  7th  PA  Cavalry 

3.  Standard  National  Guidon 

4.  Regimental  Guidon 

5.  State  Color,  42nd  PA  Volunteers 

6.  Artillery  Regimental  Color 

7.  National  Color,  Philadelphia  Style 

8.  Regimental  Style 

9.  National  Color,  New  York  Style 

10.  U.S.  Colored  Troops  Regimental  Color,  127th 


Special  Thanks  to: 

The  Abraham  Lincoln 
Bicentennial  Commission 

Pennsylvania  Humanities  Council 

Camp  Curtin  Historical  Society 
Capitol  Preservation  Committee 
James  Getty 

11th  Pennsylvania  Volunteer  Fife  and  Drum  Corps 
Pennsylvania  Past  Players 
Pennsylvania  State  Library 


